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UCVTS Counseling Department – 

Finding Your Best College Fit 
 

The UCVTS Counseling Department will be hosting a virtual event 
with Rob Franek of The Princeton Review.   
  
This event is open to all freshman, sophomore, and junior 
students & parents/guardians. 

 The Finding Your Best College Fit event will be 
held virtually on January 27th at 6:30pm. 

 Pre-registration is required on this Google form. 
Please RSVP below. 

 https://forms.gle/q3tCHxQ4rkEZJGFZA 
  
If you have any questions, please let us know. Thank you for 
reading. Have a great start to your week. 
 
See attached flyer for further details. 
 
 
 
 

 

View The Campus Chronicle 

Available Now! 

 

The UCVTS District Newspaper, The Campus Chronicle is 
available for viewing! Please see the work of students  
across campus advised by Ms. Cohen of AIT! 
 
https://www.ucvtscampuschronicle.com/  
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 District Closed – Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
Monday, January 17th  
 

 Admissions Testing – Class of 
2026: 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 19th  
 

 Spanish Honor Society 
Induction – 6:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 19th  
 

 AAPPL Biliteracy Assessment – 
Payment/Permission Slips due 
Thursday, January 20th  
 

 Admissions Testing – Class of 
2026: 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 26th  
 

 AAPPL Biliteracy Assessment – 
8:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Thursday, January 27th  
 

 Finding Your Best College Fit – 
6:30 pm  
Thursday, January 27th  
 

 APA Audition Letters Sent 
Friday, January 28th  

https://forms.gle/q3tCHxQ4rkEZJGFZA
https://www.ucvtscampuschronicle.com/
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December   

Students of the Month 
 

Freshmen 

Jacob Morrell 
 

Sophomore 

Lilly Resnick 
 

Junior 

Katelyn Walsh 
 

 

Principal’s Shining  

Star Award 
 

Last Week’s Theme 

Generosity 
 

Winner 

Alessandra Gialanella 
 

This Week’s Theme 

Hope/Positivity 
 

Winner 

Stay Tuned! 
 
 

“Be a bush if you can’t be a tree. If you can’t be a highway, just be a trail. If you can’t be a 

sun, be a star. For it isn’t by size that you win or fail. Be the best of whatever you are.” 

– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Born January 15, 1929 

 

Order Your 2021-2022 Yearbook 

 

This year’s yearbook is now on sale! Don’t wait — if you want to 
personalize the book, name stamping starts at $6.50 extra and must 
be purchased before January 28th! 
 
 

UCVTS Returns to In Person Learning 

 

The Union County Vocational-Technical Schools will return to in-
person instruction as planned on Tuesday, January 18, 2022. 
Community members are reminded that a variety of helpful resources 
and information about UCVTS response to the pandemic can be 
found on the district website. Among the resources included are all 
past communications, The Safe Return Plan: Road Forward 2021-
2022 plan and the UCVTS COVID-19 Dashboard, which tracks and 
reports COVID-19 positive numbers of students and staff for the 
week and in total since the beginning of the school year. 
 
UCVTS community members are reminded that there is much you 
can do to assist in keeping our community safe:  
 Stay home if you are ill or experiencing COVID-19 compatible 
symptoms.  

 Notify our school nurses at jsherer@ucvts.org or cparham-
foster@ucvts.org  of any students, staff, or immediate household 
members who are positive for COVID-19. Our school nurses can also 
be reached by calling (908)-889-8288 ext. 405. Notify our nurses if 
you have traveled or are planning to travel.  

 Consider regular testing for COVID-19 as a precautionary measure.  

 Consider the advantages of COVID-19 vaccination and booster, if 

you are not already vaccinated. More information can be found at 
https://ucnjvaccine.org/ 
 
For further detail, please see the Superintendent’s full letter attached 
below. 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ucvts.tec.nj.us/
mailto:loconnor@ucvts.org
mailto:jsherer@ucvts.org
mailto:cparham-foster@ucvts.org
mailto:cparham-foster@ucvts.org
https://ucnjvaccine.org/


Open to all UCVTS freshman, sophomore, and junior  

students & parents/guardians: 

 

 

https://forms.gle/q3tCHxQ4rkEZJGFZA


 
 
 
 
 
 
January 14, 2022 
 
Dear UCVTS Students, Parents, Staff and Community Members,  
 
The Union County Vocational-Technical Schools will return to in-person instruction as planned on Tuesday, January 18, 2022.  
Community members are reminded that a variety of helpful resources and information about UCVTS response to the pandemic 
can be found on the district website.  Among the resources included are all past communications, The Safe Return Plan: Road 
Forward 2021-2022 plan and the UCVTS COVID-19 Dashboard, which tracks and reports COVID-19 positive numbers of students 
and staff for the week and in total since the beginning of the school year.   
 
During the last two weeks of virtual instruction: 

 Additional attention has been given to cleaning and disinfecting our facilities. 

 Additional safety precautions have been developed, communicated with district staff, and implemented.  Some of 
these additional safety precautions include; movement of furniture, additional markings in learning spaces and 
common areas to maximize physical distancing and assist with contact tracing, a review and update of contact tracing 
procedures, additional classroom restrictions which limit potential for exposure during “high” and “very high” times of 
community transmission, and updates to lunch and co-curricular procedures. 

 Preventative on-site COVID-19 testing has been expanded to include students, with additional times for staff 
members to be tested.  We are currently in discussions with our State assigned testing partner to continue to provide 
voluntary opportunities for on-site testing to students during the school day.  We are working with the company to 
expedite the time it takes for families and school officials to receive results.  

 UCVTS isolation and quarantine procedures have been updated to reflect changes as outlined by the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) and New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) in their guidance for K-12 schools.  Procedures 
are included with this communication (below).  These updated isolation and quarantine procedures will take effect on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022.  As we transition to the new procedures, any individual who has tested positive for COVID-
19 prior to Tuesday, January 18th should follow the return date as previously directed by our school nurses.          

 
UCVTS community members are reminded that there is much you can do to assist in keeping our community safe: 

 Stay home if you are ill or experiencing COVID-19 compatible symptoms. 

 Notify our school nurses at jsherer@ucvts.org or cparham-foster@ucvts.org of any students, staff, or immediate 
household members who are positive for COVID-19.  Our school nurses can also be reached by calling (908)-889-8288 
ext. 405. 

 Notify our school nurses at jsherer@ucvts.org or cparham-foster@ucvts.org if you have traveled or are planning to 
travel. 

 Consider regular testing for COVID-19 as a precautionary measure. 

 Consider the advantages of COVID-19 vaccination and booster, if you are not already vaccinated.  More information 
can be found at https://ucnjvaccine.org/  

 
As mentioned in my December 31 Community Letter, I would like to reiterate the importance of our return to in-person 
instruction for both the social-emotional and educational well-being of our students.  I continue to have great confidence in the 
many procedures and safety precautions in place to provide the safest possible environment for our students and staff.  I also 
continue to be very proud of the UCVTS community for their perseverance and response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  We look 
forward to the return of our students and staff on January 18! 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Gwendolyn S. Ryan 
Superintendent of Schools   

UNION COUNTY VOCATIONAL - TECHNICAL SCHOOLS 

1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076-2997 

(908)889-8288, Ext. 120  Fax: (908)889-4336 Email: gryan@ucvts.org 

Mrs. Gwendolyn S. Ryan 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

https://www.ucvts.tec.nj.us/Page/1014
https://www.ucvts.tec.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ50000421/Centricity/Domain/4/UCVTS%20Safe%20Reopenting%20-The%20Road%20Forward%20Plan%209.24.2021.pdf
https://www.ucvts.tec.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ50000421/Centricity/Domain/4/UCVTS%20Safe%20Reopenting%20-The%20Road%20Forward%20Plan%209.24.2021.pdf
https://www.ucvts.tec.nj.us/Page/1092
mailto:jsherer@ucvts.org
mailto:cparham-foster@ucvts.org
mailto:jsherer@ucvts.org
mailto:cparham-foster@ucvts.org
https://ucnjvaccine.org/
https://www.ucvts.tec.nj.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2102&dataid=3157&FileName=12.31.2021_UCVTS%20Community%20Letter_COVID-19%20Update.pdf


Isolation and Quarantine Procedures 
(NJDOH guidance updated 1/12/2022) 
 
Isolation: 
 
If an individual tests positive for COVID-19: 
 

 Regardless of vaccination status, the individual will be excluded from school for at least 5 full days 

 Day 0 is the day symptoms began or day test was performed if asymptomatic.  If the individual develops symptoms 
after testing positive, the 5-day isolation period should start over.  Day 0 is the first day of symptoms. 

 The individual may return to school on the 6th day and must be fever free without fever-reducing medication for at 
least 24 hours and symptoms must be resolving. 

 Upon return to school, the individual must strictly wear a well-fitted mask, including outdoors, for the next 5 days upon 
their return to school. 

 During lunch, students may remove their mask only while eating or drinking, and then put the mask back on whenever 
not actively eating or drinking.  All students must physically distance according to school or location procedure and/or 
markings.  

 
If an individual is SYMPTOMATIC with COVID-compatible symptoms: 
 

 The individual will be excluded from school for at least 5 days. 

 Day 0 is the day symptoms began. 

 The individual may return to school on the 6th day and must be fever free without fever-reducing medication for at 
least 24 hours and symptoms must be resolving. 

 If the individual is tested by a laboratory-rapid test or PCR and receives a negative result, the individual may return to 
school when they provide the lab test results/report to the school nurse as long as the individual is fever free for 24 
hours and additional symptoms have resolved. 

 Upon return to school, the individual must strictly wear a well-fitted mask, including outdoors, for the next 5 days upon 
their return to school. 

 An alternate diagnosis (i.e. positive strep test, influenza, etc.) absent a negative PCR test is not acceptable for 
individuals who meet COVID-19 exclusion criteria to return to school earlier than the recommended exclusion 
timeframes.  The negative test must be a laboratory-rapid test or PCR and CANNOT be a home-based test unless 
the test is medically supervised and sent to a laboratory for processing. 

 
Quarantine: 

 
If an individual is determined to be a CLOSE CONTACT to an individual confirmed positive with COVID-19: 
 

 The individual will be excluded from school and is recommended to quarantine for 5 days after the last exposure to the 
confirmed positive case. 

 Day 0 is the last day of close contact to the confirmed positive case. 

 The individual may return to school on day 6 provided that they do not become symptomatic or test positive for 
COVID-19 during the exclusion period. 

 If the individual becomes symptomatic or tests positive for COVID-19 during the quarantine, they should isolate 
according to isolation procedures and notify the school nurse. 

 It is recommended the individual be tested at least 5 days after last exposure to someone with COVID-19 

 A negative test is not required as long as the individual remains symptom free for the full 5 days. 

 An individual will not be excluded from school if: 
o The individual is fully vaccinated and has no symptoms (fully vaccinated = 2 weeks after a Pfizer or Moderna 

second dose; 2 weeks after a Johnson & Johnson single dose.), OR 
o Tested positive for COVID-19 using a viral test and clinically recovered from COVID-19 in the previous 90 days, 

OR 
o A student is further than 3 feet of an infected student, in an indoor classroom setting where both the infected 

student and the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore a well-fitted mask the entire time and has 
no symptoms. 


